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ling with the door rouso up and lond a

rand rorl
Thus abjured tlio stranger crept along the

Vail toward Jeff mid began ngnln Wo have
t nut wltli an accident hut hero another nnd

mightier gust lull him Bpooohless covered with
tlm spray of a widely disorganized vrntoraiiout
t hit dangling from tho roof Beomod to bo piny-
Ing on the front door drovo him Into black ob
Hurlty IIIIIIII snndwlchod his host between
tlui door wnl Then thoro was 1 lull
iiiul In tho midst It Ylblll drlvor of the

Pioneer coach nll coolly Impe-
rious

¬

In waterproof walked Into tho hall en-

tered
¬

the barroom took I candle and going
Vehlnd tho bar selected a bottle critically ox
nuilnudlt and rctlrnlnl poured out a qunn
thy of whiskey a gines and gulped It In n-

pliido draught All this whim Jolt was closing
the leer nnd tho mooklooklng man was coin
iiii Into tim light again

Tuba Dill squared his elbows behind him and
rested them on 011 Liar cros8ed life legs easily
nnd nwnltod them In reply to Jeffs Inquiring
tint respectful ho said shortly

Oh youro thar arc ye
Yes 1111

Veli this yor newfangled road yours iIs
ten foot deep In the hollow with back water
from tho North Fork I Ivo taken that yin coach
Inter tower foot of It nnd then I reckoned I
couldnt hov more Ill stand on this yorlmnd
ecz I I brought tho horses up ycr anti landed
cm In your barn to eat tholr blessed heads 01

till tho water goes down Thats wots tho ¬

tel old man anti jlst about wot I knlklltot
on from thoso duruod old o
yours

Coloring a little at this rflhv count In the Ion
erul Indictment against the uselessness of

Halfway Houso Jeff asked If thoro woro
nny passengers
Yuba Bill Indicated the meek utrnngor with

n jerk of Ills thumb Anti his wife and darter
In tho coach Theyre all right anti tight ez lthey was In tho Fifth Avcnuo Hotel But
reckon ho nllowo to fetch cm up yor added

transfer
1111 as Iho strongly doubted the wisdom of tho

rho meek taco much meeker for the pres-
ence

¬

of Dill hero suggested that suoh Indeed
was his wish and further prayed that Jol
Would accompany him to tho coach to
bringing thorn up Its rather wet and dark
enld tho man apologetically my daughter Is
not strong Have you such a thing na water
roof

Jot had not but would bearskin do
It would
Jeff ran toro down his oxtamporo window

Jurtnln and returned with It Yuba Bill who
had quietly nnd disapprovingly surveyed tho

t proceeding hero disengaged hlrusolt from tho
liar with evident reluctAnco

Youl want another man ho sold to Jeff
onllss yo can carry double Ez he indicating

tho stranger oz no sort o Use hotbettor stay
liero and tend bar while you mo fetch tbo
wlramon oIL Bpoclally eI reckon wovo eot to
do some tall wadln by this time to reach em

Tho meek man sat down helplessly In a chair
i indicated by Bill who at onostrode after Jeff

In another moment they wore both fighting
their way step by stop against the storm in
that peculiar drunken spasmodic way so
amusing to the spectator and so oxtpratnl
to tho performer Iwas no conver-
sation

¬

ovon IntodocUonnprofanity was dan-
gerously

¬

Tho coach was scarcely a thousand yards
away but Its bright lights woro reflected
lap sheet ot dark silent water that stretched
between It and the two men Wading and
splashing they soon reached It and a
gully whore tho surplus water was ponlnl

I Into tho valley below Fowor foot wltor
round her but cant get any higher So ro sea
ehoa alt right for a month o slch weather
Inwardly admiring the perspicacity of his com-
panion

¬

Jeff was about to open the coach door
when Dllnlorruplod

Ill It youll look artcr<tho darter and cnny little traps-
A female taco anxious and elderly hero ap-

peared
¬

at the window
Thets my little game said Di sotto voce
Is thero any danger my hus-

band
¬

asked tho woman Impatiently

Eto tho danger maam tbar aint nny
Yer ez Safe hire 1 yed bo In n Sacramento
steamer 01to your husband ho allowed I was
to come yer and fetch yor up ta th hotel Thats
Silo inoknntl With this ohoorlng speech
Dill proceeded to make two or throo In-

effectual
¬

scoops Into tho dark Interior
manifestly with tho Idea of scooping out tho
lady In question In another Instant ho had
tuught her lifted her gently but firmly in his
arms nnd was turning away

hut my child IImy daughter shes asleep
postulated the woman but Bill was already

iwlftly splashing through the darkness Jeff
left to himself hastily examined tho coach on
tho back sent n slight small figure enveloped
In a shawl lay motionless Jeff threw tho bear
akin over It gently lifted It on one arm nnd
gathering a few travelling bags nnd baskets
with tho other prepared to follow his quickly
disappearing lender A few feet from tho

rt roach tho water appeared to deepen and tho
bearskin to draggle Jet drew tho figure up-

I p In Inv vw
Sla ho said softly

f No reply
His shaking her gently

There wa a slight movement within tho
I

t Trappings
Couldnt yo climb up on my shoulder honey

tbntHn good child I

There woro one or two spasmodic jerks of tho
I bearskin nnd aided by Jeff tho bund was

presently seated on his shoulder
1

Are you all right now HIs

Somethlnl like a laugh came from the bear
a childish voice laid Thank you

I think Ilml-
Aint you afraid youll fall off
A little

Jeff hesitated It was beginning to blow again
You couldnt reach down and put your arm

round my nock couhye honey
I am afiald I although there tens a

alight attempt to do so-

No
No I

Well then take a good holt a firm strong
lioltomybalrl Dont bo afraid I

A small hand timidly began to rummaco In
Jeffs thick curls

Tako a firm holt thar just back o my nockI

Thats right
The little hand closed over half a dozen curls

Tile little flauro shookand giggled
11 Now dont you see honey if Im keorltss

with you nnd dont keep you plumb level up
thur you jist give mo a pull and fetch mo up all
ntnndlngl-

Isool
I

Ocourse you dol Thats because Tour-
oItI61IdI

a
I

of on It was pleasant to feel the soft
warm Singers In his hair pleasant to hear tho
flint childish voice pleasant to draw the feet of
till unwrapped figure against his broad breast
Altogether ho was sorry when they reached the
dry land and the leo of the Hallway House
where a slight movement of the figure oiprossot

Iwish to dismount-
Not yet Mlwy said Jeffnot yotl Youl

set blown away surol And then vhatl they
rayl No lionoyl Il take you rlbt your
l npn lust M ye aro

A few stops moro and Joff strodo Into tho hal
1 male his way to tho sitting room walked

ofa nnd deposited his burden Tho bearskin
loll back tho uliawl foil back and Jotfol back
tool For before him lay I Imal sllhtIJtbeautiful ana perfectly formed

Ho had line to see that the meek man no
longer mook but apparently a stern uncom-
promising

I
parent was alnndlDI at the head of

I tlio sofa that tho Inll nervous female
was hovering nt the foot that hla aunt with
every symptom of religious anti moral dlsap

I rovnt of his conduct sat rigidly In one of tim
rigid chirhie had time to son alt this before
the quick hot blood flying to his face sent the

I water Into his ores and he could see nothing
J rho cause of l this smiedIdazzling smile

tuou 0 a faint 09IIat momentarily lit up IIe

austere gloom of tho room nnd IU occupants-
You must thank this gentleman papa said

alto languidly turning to her father for his
kindness nnd his trouble Ho has carried mo
hero ns contly and as carefully as if 1 woro n
child Boolnl symptoms of 1 return of JofTa
distress coloring face sho ntdetsofU-
ynai to herself Its n Krontthlnl osironl
Ilrolter thing to bo strong aullentO

Tho voice thrilled through Dlt Into this
dangerous human music twnngod tho accents
of special spiritual revelation and called him
himself again lie YO wise ns sarpinta but

harmless ns duvs said Joffa nunt generally
and lot om bo thankful ez doesnt aboos tho

strenth tho Lord given urn but bo nllors roaly-
to answer for It nt tIm bur o1 tholr Maker
Possibly some suggestion In her figure of
mined reminded her of JolTs forgotten duties
HO slut added In tho annie breath nnd tone

specially when transient customers Is wait
111 for their linker and Yuba Di hammorln
on tho counter with his glass Ind yor yo stand
Jeff never ovon tnklnup that wet barskln-
onuff to give that young woman nor Iloth

Stlnmerlnl out an Incoherent apology ad
vaguely to tho occupants of the room

hut looklnl toward the languid goddess on tho
sofa Jol seized tho bearskin and backed-
out of door Then ho flow to lila room
with It nnd then returned to tho barroom but
the impatient William of Yuba had charoo-
oiistlcallr helped himself and gone oil to tho

stable Then Jolt stole Into tho hall and halted
before tho closed door of tho sitting room A

laid Idoaof going In again ns became tho land-

lord of tho Halfway House with an Inquiry
iff they wished anything further had seized
him but tho remembrance that ho always had
meekly allowed that duty to devolvo upon his
aunt and that sho would probably resent It
with scriptural authority nnt brine him to

shame again stayed his knuckles nt the
door In this hesitation ho stumbled upon his
aunt coming down tho stairs with nn armful of
blankets and pillows attended by tholr smnlIndian servant stllorlnlunder 1Is rllht Auntie-

Yo kin bo thankful to tho Lord Jeff Brlggn
that this didnt happen last week when I was
down on my back with rhoumotiz But yer
never grateful

The young lady Is the comfortable 7 said
Jeff accepting aunts previous remark nconfirmatory

Ezwoll ez enny critter marked by tho finger
of the Lord with galloptn consumption kin bo
I reckon And she eoughtor bo putting oft
alrthly vanities askln for a looklnglasal I And
youl trapsln through tho hall with her on yer
shoulder and dnoln and jouncln her up anti
down ez if It wna a ball room 1 A guilty recol-
lection

¬

that ho bad skipped with tier through
ho passage struck him with remorse as his
aunt wont on Its a morcy that betwixt you
and tho wot barskln sho aint got her doth I

Dont yo think Aunty stammered Jeff
thatthatmy boln tho landlord yor know-

It would be tho square tbIngjuat out o respect
yo know for mo to drop In tbar and ask cm Ithars anythln they wanted

Ills aunt stopped and resignedly put down
the pillows Sarah she said meekly to tho
handmaiden yo kin leave go that mattress
Yers Mr Jefferson thinks we aint good enough
to mako tho bods for thorn two city women
folks and ho allows holl do it himselfI

No noAunty began tho horrified Jeff
but falling to placate his injured relative took
safety In flight

Once safe in his own room his oyo fell on the
bearskin It certainly was wet Perhaps ho
had boon careless Perhaps ho had Imperilled-
her llfotI His cheeks flushed as ho tbrow It
hastily In the corner Something foil from It
to tho floor Jeff picked it up and hold It to tho
light It was a small a very small ladys slip-
per Holding It within tho palm of his hand aI It had been somo delicate flower which tho
pressure of stinger might crush he strodoto tho
door but stopped Should ho give Itto hLaunt
Even IRhoovorlookelthls evident of hit

of thoclrolosnc88 oulsholhlnk young
ladys Ought ho thouKbttodownstairs again knock at the Ilvo
It to Its fair owner with tho apology ho was
longing to mako Thon ho remembered that
ho had but a few moments before been dis-
missed the room very much aI ho wore the
orIginal proprietor of tho skin ho had taken
Forhaps Uiey woro right perhaps was only
a foolish eluaiijr nnlruall Yet she had thanked
him she had said in nor unuot uhlldllko voice-

It Is a great thing to bo strong a greater
thing to bo strong and gentle Ho was strong
strong men had said so Ho did not know If ho
was lento too Had sho meant that when sho

strangely soft dark oyes upon him
For some moments ho held tho slipper hesitat-
ingly

¬

in his hand then he opened his trunk
and disposing various articles around it aIIt wore some fragile perIshable object laid
carefully therein

This dono ho drew oil his boots and rolling
himsel In his blanket lay down upon the bed

10 not open his novolho did not follow
up tho exciting lovo episode of hl favorite
hero so ungrateful Is humanity us poor
romancers in tho first stages of tholr real
passion Ah mol tis tho jontlorsnnd trouba-
dours

¬

they want then not us I When Master
Slender sick for sweet Anno Fago would

rather than forty shillings ho had his book
of songs and sonnets thoro what availed It
that the Italian Boccaclo had contemporaneous-
ly

¬

discoursed wisely and sweetly of lovo In
prose I doubt not that Master Joff would have
mumbled some verse to himself had ho known
any knowlnl nono ho lay there and listened
to the

Did she boar It did It kelher awake lie
had an uneasy suspicion tho shutter that
was banging so outrageously was tho shutter of
her room Filled wit this miserable thought
ho arose softly down the staircase and
listened The sound woe repeated It was
truly tho refractory shutter of No7tho boat
bedroom adjoining tho sitting room The next
room No 8 was vacant Jeff entered it softly
as softly opened tho window anti leaning far
out In the tempest essayed to secure the noc-
turnal

¬

disturber But in vain Cord or rope
ho hatnono nor could be procure cither with-
out

¬

alarmlnl his aunt an extremity not to bo
Jeff was a man of clumsy but

forceful expedients He hung far out of the
window anti with ono powerful hand lIfted
tho shutter 01 Its hinges anti dragged Isoftly Into 8 Thon as softly ho crop
up stairs to bod Tlio wind howled and
toro round tho house tho crazy water pipe
below Joffa window creaked tho chimneys
whistled but the shutter banged no more
Jeff began to doze Its 1 croat thing to bo
strong tho wind seemed to say ns It charged
upon the house and then another voice seemed
to reply A greater thlnl to bo atronllnd len ¬

tie and hearing foil asleep

CHAPTER II
It was not yet daylight when ho awoke wIth

an Idea that brought him hurriedly to his foot
Quickly dressing himself ho began to count tho
money In his pocket Apparently tho total was
not satisfactory ns ho endeavored to nucnien
It by loose coins fished from tho pockets of hU
other garments and from tho corner of his
washstand drnwor Titan ho cautiously crop
down stairs seized his gun anti stole out of th-
ostlsloelllnl house The wind had gone down

con a tow stars shono steadIly
In the north and tho shapeless bulk ot tho
coach Its lamps extinguished loomed high and
dry above tho lessening water In tho twilight
With a swinging tread Jeff strodo up tho hill
anti was soon upon tho highway and stage road
A hall hours brisk walk brought him to tho-

summllnd tho first rosy flashes of mornIng
onlhlot him to knock over half n

dozen early lured by the proverb who
were seeking their breakfast In tho chaparral
and gave him courage to continue on his mis
sloe which his perplexed face nnd Irresolute
manner had for tho last tow momenta shown to
bo nn Omblrrl81nl ono At last tho white fences
and imposing outbuildings of the Humml
Hotel rose before him nnd ho uttered a deep
sigh Thoro basking in tho first rays of tim
morning sun stood lila successful rivalI Joff
tooled at Ui0wojlbullt9omfortablo structure

ho commanding slto nnd the air of scrcnoln
dependence that seemed to possess It anti no
longer wondered that the rent world passed
him by to linger and refresh lUolf toro

Ho was relieved to find tbo WI not
present In person and so oonfldod lila business
to the barkeeper At first It appeared that that
functionary declined interference and with
many headshaklnga and nudlblo misgivings-
was Inclined to await the coming of his prlncl
VII but n noaror view of Jeffs perplexed face
and nn examination of Joffs gun and tho fow
coins spread boforo him finally Induced him to
produce certain articles which ho packed in a
basket anti handed to Jof taking tim gun and
oolns In exchange relieved Jiff sot lila
face homeward and ran a ruoo with the morn
lug Into the valley rOlcblnl the Halfway
House na the sun Into Its bare bleak
outlines nnd relentlessly pointed out Its do
fuels ono by ono

It was cruol to Jolt nt that moment but ho
lugged his basket dona and slipped to tho back
door and tho kitchen whoro his aunt Ual¬

reatyat work
know yo woro up yet Aunty said

Jeff
oolook

submissively 1 Isnt moro than six

Thara four more to food nt breakfast said
lila aunt severely and yors tim top blown off
tho kitchen ohliubly and Ithe fire only just ot-

to go
Jeff saw that ho vmsintlma Tho ordinary

ironkfast of tho halfway Houso not yet
preparod consisted of codfish ham yellow
ochru biscuit made after a peculiar receipt of
his aunts nnd potatoes

I got a few fancy dims up at tho Summit
this morning Aunty ho began apologeti-
cally

¬

Boolu wo hatslck folks you know you
and tho young thlukln it might save
you trouble Ivo Iot cia hero and ho shyly
aroducrd tim bnwkot

If yo kin afford It JolT responded his
nunt resignedly Im thankful

Tho reply was so unexpectedly mild for Aunt
Sally that Jeff nut his arms nround her nnd
Idssod her hurl chock And Ivo got somo
quail you lIked em

I rnckonod you was up to some such fool ¬

ishness said Aunt Bally wiping her chock
with her apron when I missed ycr gun from
tho hall Hut thu allusion was a dangerous-
one anti Jeff slipped away

Ho breakfasted early with Yuba BIll that
morning tho latter gentlemans taciturnity
bnlng Intensified nt such moments through a
lonlhabit of confining hImself strictly to eat ¬

Inl in tho limited tIme allowed his dally re ¬

pasts anti It was not until they had taken tho
from tho stable nnd woro hnrnosslnsthem to tho conch ttmt Jeff I

companion some facts about his guests They
woroJIr and Mrlllynohlonswrn tonrlstawho
had been to the benefit
of their daughters health and before returning-
to

1

Mew York intended under the advice of
their physician to furthor try tho oloct of
mountain nlr ntlho Summit Hotel tho
Invalid They were apparently rich people the
coach had been engaged for thorn lolely oven
tho mall nnd oxprcsa had boon sent on by a
uopnratoconvoynnoo so that they might bomore
Independent It Is hardly necessary to say
that this fnct was by no means palatable to Dili

debarring him not only tho social contnct anti
attentions of the Express Agent but tho so
levtlon of a boxseated passenger who always

acted like a man
Yo kin kalkllntn what kind of n pardnor that

noryallcrllvorod Mnyfloltl would make up on
that box parttkIy at I hoard before wo started
that hnd requested tim klmpnnys agent in Sac-
ramento to select a driver czdidnt cuss smoko
or drink Ho did sir by lull-I

I

reckon you woro then Bill
saul Jeff vor

In coiirso returned Bill with n perfectly
dIabolical wink Incoursul You know that
lllue Grass pointing out a spirited loader
Hhosl fair horso 07hors0810 but shoa apt

to oats on a and takes n-

powfnl deal o soothln nail explanation nforo
she buckles down to hor reclnr work Well
sir I exhorted nnd labored in n Chrlstlnnliko
way with that mare to that extent that Im
ol If that chap didnt want to got downsoL got to tho levell

Anti time ladles 7 asked Jeff whoso laugh
possibly from his mornings etperlencewas-
not ns ready ns formerly

The ladlos Uf you moan that ar llvln-
1skelllngton I packed up to ynr house said Dill
Dromply1 s a pair of them In slzo and color

any firstclass undertakers team
In the klntry Why you remember thet curve
on Dront Neck lull where tho lenders nibs
look they watt alonqaldo o tIme coach and
laced tho other way Well that woman sticks
hoc skull outer the window anti sczshp contj
deutlolllko to old yallcrbolly sez BIO II

lam Hnnry sea she toil that man his horses
runnIng away I

You didnt got to sac thodaughter
Dill did you naked Jeff boo laugh had bcomo Quito uneasy

No I didnt unld Bill with sudden nnd in-
explIcable Tohomoneo and tho loss lea of
her Jefferson Drlggs the bettor for 101

confounded nnd confused by 11111s manner
to nuestton furtuJof romnlnoil R11c14 until
itiey crew n < time llnlfwny
House limit lure another surprise nwaltod
hIm Mr MnyflolJ erect Red dignified stood
upon the front porch ntho coach drovo up

DriverI began Mr fly uld
There was no reply

Driver snlil Mr Mayfield slightly weak-
ening

¬

under Dills eye I shall want you no
longer I have

Is speaking to mo said BUI audibly to
Jeff
abouts-

Ho

cause they cal mo Yuba Dill yor

Is said Jeff hastily
Mebboo hos drunk said Bill audibly n

or two aforo breakfast somotlrnuu upsetstrot
I was saying Dill said Mr Mayfield be-

coming
¬

utterly limp and wcnk again undor
Dills cold gray oyoa that Ive changed my
mind nnd shall atop hero awhile My daughter
sooma already benctUed by tbo change You
can
here

take my traps from tho boot and leave thor
BUI laid down lila I M resignedly coolly

surveyed Mr Marllu UIIHO and tho half
pleased Imlffrlclitii ami then proceed-
ed

¬

to remove this In mm thmoboot all tho
while whlstllnc lou Tensive Incrodullty
Then ho climbed b to his box Mr May
lleld completely demoralized under this treat ¬

n> 1 last resort cMiiyod pntronacomont
cnl81Y to tho Sacramento agents BUI

that I satUllml and
Yo neednt fear but Ill give yo n good char-

acter
¬

intorruptod Dill coolly gathering up his
lines Thowlilpennpped tho six horses dashed
forward nono tho couch plunged down tho
rond nnd was gone

With Its dlsavpoaranceMr Mayflold stiffened
sllghtlyuealn I have just told yournunt Mr
DrTgga he said turning upon Jeffthat luji
daughter has oxprolsodndtslrotorOllln hero T
few days hl81ett invig-
orated

¬
by tho although we expected to

goon to tho Summit Mrs Mayfield and my-
self

¬

aro wllllnK to accede to her wishes Your
house seems to bo new and clean Your table
judging from tho breakfast tills morning
quIte satisfactory

Jeff lit 1110 iirstiiusn 01 uoilglit nt this news
forifot what that breakfast hint cost him forgot
all his mornings experience and I fear when
ho did rumombor It was too fullI of a vaguo
hopeful courage to appreciate It Conscious of
showing too much plnasuro ho affected tho
necessity of nn Immediate Interview with hula
aunt In tho kItchen But his short cut round
tho houso was nrrnsted by n voice nnd figure
It was Miss Mnyflold wrapped in a shawl and
sonodln chair bnsklnull the sunlight ot ono

of tho houso
Jeff stopped In a delicious tremor

As wo nro dealing with facts however It
would bo well to look nt the cause of this tremor
with our own eyes anti not Jeffs To bo plain
my dear mndnm as sue basked In that romorso
loss mattorofiact Cnltfurnln sunshino ohn
looked hor full ago twentyfive If a day
There woro wrInkles In time corners of hoc dnrkeyes contracted nnd frownlnl In that strong
morcllctB light thoro In
her complexion but being norou8pnlor
colored brunettes whoso dyes nra a part of
their temperament no sickness nor wear could
bleach It out TIme rod of her small mouth was
darker your I wot and thoro wore car¬

tale taint tho corners of her dollrato
nostrIls Indicating alternate repression ox
cltomont under certain experiences antnro
not found In tho classic Ideals Now Jeff knownothing of tho classic ideal did not know Unit
thousand years ago certain sensual Idiots bud1
with brush and chisel inflicted upon time
world tho personification of the strongest nndmost delicate most controlling anti moKtsubtlopassion that humanity Is cauubloof In the like-
ness of a thIckwnlBtod Idenlnsa exprosslon
less contuntod fomalo nulnml antithat thousands of Idiots hail ttluco then Insistedupon porputuutlng Ihll model for tlui bonnllt ofa world thnt lund on 811hlna for plniltfor lIghting for and
brains out over typos far removed Irom thatIdlotlo standard Consequently Jeff saw only
n faci rul of poaaltillltloa anti probabilities
framed a Rinnll delicate oval saw u slight
womans formlor tbli usually smailitnuthoard 1 volcl full of gentle rhlo-
1nR810nJIthol nlll weakncssnnd was hnliilusa

10011 morning snld Mis
with arch satisfaction Intho omc3rvntbon of nmseullnn baahfuluuaa

willed tho host of liar sex cannot forego
Thank you miss good mnrllll Ivo boonwanting to Hay u you you wasnttoad you know ptummorod hOII desperately

Intent upon cuttIng oil his apology
It lu so-

contInued
lvolvtlilHinornliiguuuhnchnuKol
31s1 Mnylloid

YOI You know I rcckonodnt lenatyour hillier said mnUomoknlkUntotliut
youRMIss Mnyflold etlll amlllng knitted horhrowennd wont oil I slept so lust night shesaId gnitofiilly and fool wolmuch better tubamorning that I ventured out I seem to bjdrinking Iin honlth In this clear sunlight

Cortnluly inUi AB 1 YOH nyiu your

father says his daughter Is In the coach and
Dill BnyssnyBlioto mo Ill pnckIllcnrry tho

olII firing up Mrs llnyfluld I youll brlnitdaughter nnd when coma to the
conch I saw you nslnopllko tn the corner anti
boln small why miss you know how nalrnl it
SOh7JrrTiiff I MrBrlggsl said MIA May ¬

field tilnlntlvoly 10lt1lnMldont tho
bost Coml1 men mllY ion
thotmht I 1 child I knolltwul you
find elmo said lolAly slllonlher black eTuu to boar tku 1 rlllo you

Wind jnfftlinughtwas Inaudible but nnt In
vlslhll MIss mlaylbeld Bliw enough of It In lila
iiy iB Droll t with n fiilnt color In hur cliook
Thus utturo betray itself to Nuturo tho
world over

rime color faded V Its n dreadful timing to bo
so weak and liolplCHgiuid to tint everybody tsuch troullo18ut It Mr IcITV I bug your
don ouls 01 Job

IMoiiHo call Mild Jol to his own
Biirprlso rapidly gaining lvorybody
culls inn that

Miss Mnyflnldsinlloil I suppo I must do
what evtrufiotlv does Ho ItHOCinx that wo are to
clvo you tho trouble of keeping us hero until I
tot Imttur or worsu I

Yes miss
Tliurotoru I wqnt detain you now I only

wnntiul to thank you fur your gontlunef liftnight anti to assure you that time bearskin did
not utivu mo my death

Situ aralleil nnd nodded hersmrtll homl antiwrapped hew Rliawl aunln closely around tier
shoulders anti turned her eyes upon tho moiiii-
tnltiB gestures which tin nowunlckmliidtidJtt Intorprcted oa n gotitlodlamiKsal nud flow
to seek his nun

Horo ho grow practical Heady money was
needed for tim Halfway house woe such n
liiibllu monument of Illluck that Jeff had no
credit Homimt kemp lip tho tablo to the level
of Ithat forluimUi brinikfuvt to do w hi belt tin haliro In tho till limIt by Bill and 250 produced
by Ills Aunt t3afiyfrouii IIIT wnrkbusktitWhy not musk Mr Mayfluld to udvunco yo-
Hiithin 1 sal it Aunt Hnlly

Time IlooloW to Julfd fnco Novcrl DOII-Rny lnlYrue tone and ninnnur wero so unllko Jell that
tho old lady sat down half lrlihtoiiiilI anti taklug tho corners of her apron in her hands bo
gilt to whimper

Thur now Aunty I didnt mean nothln
only if you cnro to Immure mo about time pine nny
lonunr antI I roekol Its llttlo good I am fillYway ho a now found bitterness In
his tono yoll not ask mo to do that

WlmtVt gone o ye Jell null hla auntluaubriously yo nlnt nntmllJeff laughed S io Im goin totnkhyburndfrce You know Rabbit
Thu mnro-
u u Im going to solher Tho blacksmith

offered mo u hundred dollars for her last
voek

Ef dono tImid n month nao Jeff ez I
wanted yet Instead o keeping tlio bruto to nOt
yo out 0 house mind homo yod bo bettor oft
Aunt Sally never let slip 11opportunity to Im-
prove tho occasion preferred to exhort
ITlr tho prostrato hotly of tho improved

I hope ho maynt chungo his miami
Jell umllodnt such asugaustlon regarding the

host horse within fifty nillus of time hal fway
llouno Nevertheless In wont brIskly to tho
stable lOll out anti saddled n hnndeomo gray
mure petting her tho while mind keeping-
up n running commentary of caressingepithets to which Rabbit responded with
n whinny nnd playful reaches after Jeffs red
flannel sloovo Jeff having lovod time
horso until It was displaced by another rals-
troBBcrow grave and suddenly throw lute arms
nround Rabbits neck and then taking linbblta
nose thrust It In time bosom of his shirt and held
It there silently for a moment Itabbit liecom
Inl uneasy Jells mood changed too nnd have

caparisoned himself anti chargor In true
p ium > style not without n little Moxioan dan
dvlum na to tho set of his doeskin trousers and
time tlti ol his red sash put n nnnlrtro rakishly
on his curls nnd leaped Into time huddle

Jeff wits n fair rldor In n country whoro rid
Ing was understood ns a natural tuHtlnutaml
not na n purely artificial habit of horso nnd
rider consequently he was not perched up
hockey fashion with n knee urlo body
and n reIn rest for hIs arma on the bcnsta
mouth but rode with lonl loose strrups hula
loge clasping tho of hla lila
single rlnblnl loose upon her neck leaving
nor the wind After this flhlolho lint often emerged from a cloud of 10t on
tho rod mountain road striking ndmlrnUolInto tho hearts of tho wayfarers nnd tinssonccra nnd 10nlnll trail of ploiiBmu Incnnto
in tho dust Iwas therefore wltn
conflldernblo confidence himself mind n lIttle
human vanity that ho dnshcd round time houao
and throw his mare Hkllfully on her haunchesexactly foot before MIss MayilItIlutrnsiif a
resplendent vision ot fifing rlatn crimson
scarf ncolored trousers nnd jingling nil
vor spurs

Kin I do any thin for ye miss nt the Forks
Miss Mnylloid looked up quietly I think

not she sniit Indifferently If the flaming
Jet was a very common o-

JefThero pormlttud tho inaro to bolt fifty yards
caiiuht her up nharply swung lieu round on her
01 bind heel pnrmltted ber to tnw tho nlr once

twice with her whltostoekfnged fore fret
and then with another dash forward pulled
IIT up agaIn JUt bcforo she apparently took
Miss Mnyllelil and her chair In n running lenp

Are you sure miss 1 asked Job with a
flushed taco anti n rather lugubriousl voiceQuitesotlninkyouslio saId coldly look
Ilag past this cunlaurto tho wooded mountainbuyond

J elY thoroughly crIRhli was pnelne meekly
away sioppcil him

if 7011 nracolnxnoaracnrDonterR Hhop you
might get n new tfutler for my vhiJow It blow
aWRY last nluht

It did ralsi 7
Yes said the shrill voice of Aunt Sally

from tho doorway In course it dullI Yo
must 0crazy Jeff for thnr it stands In No 8

outsIde
viuar must havo put Iafter ye ulokcd It up

Jeff conscious that Miss Mnyflelds eyes worn
on his suffused facestnmmorud thatho would
attend to It and put spurs to tho mare eager
only to escape

It wits not his only discomfiture for tho
blacksmith seeing Jell a nervousness and aux ¬

loW was suspicious of something wrong ns
the world Is not to bo and appeased hlsoou
selonco alter tlio worldly fashion by driving ahard bargain with tho doubtful brother In nflllc
tlon tho morality of a horse troth residing al-
ways

¬

with thin seller Whereby Master Job re-
ceived

¬
only eighty dollars for horso and outfit

worth nt least two hundredned was also
mulcted of forty dollars principal nnd Interest
for past service of thtiblackdmltli Jeff walked
homo with forty dollars in hla pookot
capital to prosecute lila honest calling of Inn
keeper retired to nn adjoin ¬

ing tavern to dlacus Jeffs affairs anti further
reduce his credit Yet I doubt which was thehntiplnrtiie blacksmith estimating his ¬

ble gains nnd dPJiful of somo uncertain so
uuenco In his I or Jeff temporarily re
lloved boundlessly hopeful anti llllod with thovnguo delights ot a first passion Tho only
discontented bruto in time wholetransaction was
poor Ilabblt who missing certain attentionsbecnmo Indignant after the manner ot her sox
bit u piece out of her crib kicked u hololn herbox and receiving n bam character from time

illcksmlthllo 1 worse ono to her hate roaster
s wero of a temporary and

ornamental quality but not always judicious asa permanent Investment overhearing some
remark from Miss Mnyfleld concerning thedangerous diameter ot tlio twolined stool
fork which wits part of tho labia thoQulDOIOOrHalfway Houso ho purchased of
what his mint wn nlonqlcl to Rnnnlfi na oanllt
spoons and ther hmiarattaooa stand ¬

lug ltl her Ho not onlyropalrod tho window
but tempered tho glaring window Itself

with a bit of curtain ho half carpeted M
Mayflolds bedroom with wildcat pklns and 1s
now historical bearskin anti folt hlinaulf over-
paId when that young lady passlni tho softtabby skins across her cheek declared they
woro lovely For Miss Maylleld dopioouting slnugliter In the abstract accepted 1t roo
suits gratefully liko time rest of her box anti
while willing to lot tho hart ungallod piny-
nevertlioleba was nblo to consolo hersulf with
Its venison Thu woods besides yielding aid
and comfort of thli kind to tIm distressed
damsel were Jlmnliovaiit with vivid sprlnii
blossoms antI Jeff lit up tho cold vhlto walla ot
hor virgin coil with demonstrative colorlm-lIndewhat his nunt n cleanly jliono

quality wero based upon tire ab-
sence

¬
of any color whateverculled n Utter

rIme result ot which was to make Miss May
field otherwise languid nnd rrnmye welcome
Joffa presence with a smile to mnko July
otherwIse anxious eager and keenly attentivemuto and sllHntllu hor prcsouco Two symp ¬

toms bath for J
Meantime ofMayflolds small conventionalspirit pined for fellowship only to bo found InInrgor civilizations anti sought undor plea of

business n visit to Kncrainonto whore 1 fow of
thin MayHeld typo woro RII to bo found

lluis was n relief to who only through
his regard for time daughter was kept fromopen quarrel with tho father Ho landau Miss
Mayllold felt relieved too although Jet hind
noticed thnt Mavflold hnddoforroit to hip daugh ¬

tar moro often than to his wlfo ovor whom your
conventional small autocrat Is always letorl
oUS U takes tho legal matrimonial contract tonroDorly
fomalo

develop tho firstclass tyrant male r-

On
r

ono ot these day Jeff was returningthrough thin woods from marketing nt theForks which sliuco time sale of Itabbit Imd ho
couiiui footsore mill tedious buRlucaa Ho had
reached the odgo of ttlui forect aim ml tlirough thowiderspaced trocn tlio bluak nunllt plateau of
lila house was beginning to open out when hu-
Btoppud Instnntly I know not what Jeff hailboon IhlnLinc of us Im tnuUel iilontr but hernmint once ho wan tlirillod nnd possessed with
time odor ot somo faint forolgn porfumo Ho
tushnl n I lit lo nt first uncl Ilion tturned pate

woods were ns full ot na dullcnto ns
Dublin ungrateful I and I wot fur lioalthlurI anti
tuiior odors tiituiu this but tlila represented to
Joff thn physical contiguity of Miss Hayfield
who hind tho knlclt1cculnr to uomo of hor
fox of aloet I I Jut Idtmlly Identi ¬

fied liar Job looknd around cautiously itt thefoot or trot hunt bv lay ono of hnr wraps stIll
rei oleutof her Jeff mil down the bag which
IIn Him of1 a innrkit Ibasket hl was carrylnir onIlls Bhw ler anti with n blushlnuI faco hid 1It
bohildil tree contained her iltnnorlI

10 n row stops forward with nn nssump
of untie anti uiioonaciouaucBs Tliuu ho

BjoppedJ for not a hundred ynrds distant satillB MayUld yn a uoasy boulUcr her clpak

hanging from hor nhouMorn hor hand clapped
round boi crowned ICHUOH and ono illtln foot out

nn exasperating combination of KvnngoEInn-
nnil little Hint lllddlnc Hood In everything I
tear but credulousness nnd Bnlfdovotlon Mime
looked uu aa ho wnlkod toward her mm ran
tint that tho lIttle witch humid not nlremly sopn
ilm halt n mllo away 11 amid Riullcil sttontlyas
ala looked at him So sweetly Indnod Hint poor
lilf full IllknI Itho liulklngI wolfI of IIlm mill world
ablo nnd hOlltotodnl flint wolf did not limo

Cull forum II mire tines Iii y ilepriiclntnil-
Cniiin luirnl elio nrled In n smith hOldvoice not unlIke a birds twitter

Jiff1 Itiinbunil on clumsilyl His high boots
mil hooomiBiiililiinr vurv heavy

Im so glad to RCI you IIva just tired poor
mnut her oltII arvnvHI tlrlnurI puoplunut and
aims 101 to thin honsn to vrlto lottolB
Hit Mr Joff ilo jhuo I

Jeff feeling Ilcomurtthhlarll In Miss Mmii
oldn lnslnet hlmHull on

Im olllO Ia very low Ptone which hal tIme
lirliiLInt blue knees up on a love with

hIs olulii unit nlTuotuil aim unite glaringly blmu-
nleil

Or lie down there Mr Jeff It Is so corn
forum tile
Jet with n drondful conviction that lie was

craMilm hewn IlikeI I fallingI I p1 tie tree milnged at mist loaernilro n rucunibunt po

I respectful dlbluiuM
IIt ulcofroUtho little llguru

Yea Miss Slnyflolil
Html perhnpH milil Miss Mnyfleld now thud

sho Imd him IIOWI purlmps you too have
stun ciii I rig to Dour mo I Im llku tthat
naiigbly hoy In tlio tory book who went round
in 11 tho animals In turn Iqllul them to tiny
v him Ho uuuldI only Jut ttho butterfly

who had notlilnu to ilo I wonder hu waa
llfltrustcd I hate butterflies

love elitrlllos tho IIntnlleetl I Jeff tnnlflhod-
it himself hurst out Why look yor Miss May
hell the butterfly ouy hI1day or two totto live ami bo lmtu > y I

MlBsMayllKldcroisniriier knnesaBnlnnnd In-
stantly

¬

miller thin Hiilillmn fashion of her sax
cnttured 111 IIntlllIt I > by a awl It t1IAllolI

rotn tlm t I hI oonerctu Ii t
not n butlurlly >fr Your alwa > s icing
something youve hcun

Xool saul TlT hlllnlla ho thought of
lila pun In pawn at tlio Hummlt

IIow
hit you tie hunt know I
You shot thodo quail for mo time morning

after I came I hoard you go out onrly very
early

Why you allowed you slept so well thatnight MlHs MayfliIiI
Ye but thoros n kind of dolleloun bait

sleep tiiit sick pooplo hnvo somntlmea wlinuliey know nnd nro gratefully lous that
other pooplo aro doing things for thorn amid It
makes them rest nil hum Sweeter

Thcro was n doud sIlence Jol thrllnl all-
over dared not say mullilng 10
lclouadrnini MleH Slayflrild nliirmcd nt hula

readluocs with tllull torfly Illustration stopped
short Titer looked itt time prospect nt tho
distant Summit II0toln merusuow drift on
tie mountain the clear sunlight on tie bar-
ren

¬

plateau nt time bleak InoomLromlslnlHallway Houso andsaIlI ollht to bo very grateful nt last began
Miss in julto another voice fOil a
suggestion that she was now approaching real
and profItable coavoraatlou timid Im BO much
better This mountain air has boon llkn balm
tome I fuel I nun growing stronger Inv by
day I do not wondor that you nro so hilthy
mini no strong ns you morn Mr Jeff

Jolt who really tliii not know before that he-
ns BO healthy upolocctlenlly admitted thenet At the snmno lirun ho wiis miserably con-

scious tuuud Miss JlnvlluUls condition ileapltn
Her ill health WAS vury superior to hits own

A month ago shin continued r flcctluly
my mother would never have thought It pos-

sible
¬

to leave Tao IHTO nlone 1erbups Ibo may
txi KOttlng worried now

Miss Majflold lund calculated over much on
Jeffs recumbiit position To hor surprise antislight morllllontloii ho roso instantly to hisrot and taut anxiously

Ef you thInk BO miss praps Im keeping
you Intro

Not at nil Mr Jet Your being hero Is n-

Bufllclent excuse for mv Btnylng she replied
with time largo dignity of n small body

Jeff mentally unit plivslcilly crushed again
caino down n llttlo hcnvlor than before and re
dIned humbly at liar tout Second knockdown
blow for Miss Mayflold

Come Mr Jeff said the triumphant
goddess In her first voice toll mo some
timing about yourself How do you live
intro 7 I moan what do you do 7 You ride of
courso and very woll too I can tell you hut
you know that Awl of course that scarf and
thu silver spurs and the wholn lashing equi-
page

¬

aro not intended entirely for yourself
Nol Somn yountr woman is made linppy by
that exhibition of course Well then tliuros-
tho riding down to see her anti perhaps theriling out icifi hor nnd what else

Mist Mavllokl said Jeff siulilenly rising
above hula elbow anti hula criummir thnr Isnt
no yOUth woman 1 Thnr Isnt another soul ex-
cept

¬

yourself thntlvH lull eyes on or cared to
sou Blnco Ivo boon yor Kf my mint hoz boon
telling yo that shes sho ahittshmusimo lies

Absolute undiluted truti oven ofa compli-
mentary

¬

nature in confoundingtoraostwoinon
Mifrs Mnyflold was no oxeeptlon Sim Ilrst
lauLlied aa sho full sho ought to and propurly-
uiUlit with any other man thnnJcIT thin hho
got frIghtened and saId liuirludly No not
you miiuiulorfttnuil me Your aunt has saIlnothing And thon fcho stopped with n pink
spot on her eliookbones Tirst blood for Jtfti

Now this would never do It was worse than
tho butterflies I She rose to her full height
four feet cloven and n half nnd drew her cloak
over her houlilor I think I ulll return to
the house Hho said quietly I oupuoso I
ousbt not to overtask my Btrengtli

Youd bettor let mo co with you miss saidJet submissively
I will on ono condition she said recover ¬

lug her rob ness with a llttlo venom In It I
fear You woro going homo tot when I
called to you Now I do not Intend to let you
leao that bug behind that tree ami then havo
to come heck for it lust because you fool oblicoil
to go with mo Urine it with you on ono arm
anti III take tho other or ulae Ill go nloneDont bo alarmed she added softly Imstronger than I was tile Ilrst night I caino
when you carried tuo and all my worldly goods
besides

Mime turned uiion hire her subtle magnetic
eyes and lookoil nt him na she hind thou unitnight they mot Jell turned away bewildered
but presently appeared again with the bag on
lila shoulder and hor wrap out hula arm As she
slipped her llttlo hand over his sleeve ho be-
gan apologetically nnd nervously

When I said that about Aunt Sally Miss
The hand Immediately became imp the grasp

conventional
I was inflwv Miss Jeff blundered on antiI dont see how iou believed knowing every ¬

thing cz you do-
hiowkuiowung ovorythlng mum I do 7 asked

Miss Mnylloid coldly
Why about tho quaIl and about the tong

said MIme Mayflold
Fivo minutes later Yuba Bill nearly ditched

his conch lu isis Utter amazement at an appar-
ently

¬

sImple spectacle A tall goodlooking
young follow In a red shirt nnd high boots
carrying n bug on his back anti bcsido htmbnnglng confidentially on hula aria n smallslight pretty girl in n roil cloak Nothing
menu about her eh Bill said nn ndrulrhig
box iinasencor Young couple I reckon just
out from tim States

No roared mil
Oh woll his sweetheart I reckon sug-

gested
¬

tIme box nnbuencerNary tlmo growled Bill Look yen I
know em both mind they knows ne fold yo-
notlss she novor drops his nrm whon sho sees
thustngo comin but kinder trapes alone jlst
tIme same Hud they boon courtln slied liar
dropped hit arm ibm pi ou and walked on
tnthorsldo tho road

Nevertheless for seine occult reason Bill wasevidently out of humor mini for tIme next few
inlloa oxhortod time Impenitent Ulna Grass
horso with considerable fervor

Meanwhile this vain outwardly the picture of
pastoral conjugality slowly descended time hill
In that brief tiino tailing to get at any further
facts regarding TofTo Itfoor porliapa leading
time story <iujto plainly Miss MnyllcUl hind twitterod prettily about luemsolt She palmutcil hiertropic lIfe In tim Samidwlehi Islamimis her ulell
claims laziness as time chlati it for you
know sue added iiuiiuiimt i jutu the excuse
of being nil Invalid mind ot living in the luzlcet
clImate In the world and of having money 1Ithink Mr Jeff that Im naturally lazy Perhaps
If I lived horo lone onough anil got woll again
I might donomcthlng but I dont think I eouluever bo llko your aunt And there sho isnow Mr JulY making signs for you to hasten
No dont niind mo hilt run on ahead olso Ishnll immure her blaming mo fordeniornllzing you
too Clo I Insist upon ill I can walk time rust 01
time way alono Will you go You wontThen I shall stop hero lund not stir another step
forward until you do

She stopped halt jestinglyhalf earnestly In
tIme middle of time road antI emphasized her de ¬

termination with n nod of lion mini nn notion
tlmt however shook her hunt llrht rakishly onrone eye and thin on the ground At whlelJeff laughed tucked it up prcsouted it toilerand then run off to the house

CHAPTEU III
Tile aunt root him angrily on thft porch
Thar yn are nt last arid Yens a stranger

waitlnto see you lies boon nxln nil sorts oquestions nboiutho house anti tIme bualnesi-
nnd kinder nnoopln round pormlsklBs Idont like lila looks lefT but thats no reasonwhy tyo should be iralllvnutln1 round lu busi
HUBS hours

A largo thickset man with n mechanicalfmilo that waa an ovout act tif false proteuoo
was ouiikliu in lImo barroom Jeff dlmlv rnmonibnred to hnvo pain him at time last county
election distributing tickets nt limo polls Thisgave JolT n slight prejudice ngalnn him but n-
irrontnr prosontlment of some vauuo evil lu thoair causud him to motion tim stranger loanempty room in tile mingle of limo house bohlndthe barroom whloh was too near tho hallthrough whioli Miss Maylleld must prosoutlypass

It was nn infelicitous net of precaution for nt
tlmt very moment Miss Mnylloid slowly pastelbeneath Its open window and seeing lion chairIn the Bunny angle dropped into It for rest antipossibly meditation Consequently she overboard every word ot tho following colloquy

ThoStranirs voice Woll now aoeinezIvo been wultin for yo over nn hour olf auntouaud V4 my bizncn wHlj yo jg tW9 wurds it

trlkca mo yor putlln on n Illllo too mnoh stile
In tbia yor interview Mr Jefferson Brlggs-

Jeffs volno n lIthe husky with restraint
What iIs ynrbiisIiKpH 2

The Strangers volco lazily Its an M-

nclnnnnt on this icr properly for principal In-

orent nnd cosls ono hundred and twelve do-

Centslira nnd suvotilyflvo nt limo suit ot Cyrus
iirkor-
JeffH voice In quick surprIse Parker

Vhy I saw him only yesterday and ho aurood-
o wnlt a spell longer
Tho Strangers voleo MjbVp ho dldlI Mob

bee hue heard I aterward suthltiI about tIme gtil mus-

omu upI van Mobboe hu huard sutliln o prop
erly bellicotiNoitud Intoreadveaslisleh prop

rty x horniS UIIIIH arid slohlI Mebboo ho-
uard o gay and fevtlvu dolim ehleUingI every

lumy fronh oggs butchers meat port wine anti
5 lehlI Mebbeo ho nllimiil that Ills clianues o

ettln his own honest grit im uniter his debt waa-
okin iiikhty blliiil I Mebbeo lloinler hu-

liought liuil iisk the man who bought > er-
iioru and time oman you pawned yer KUII to-

vliutwiia gout on I Mibbpo hu thought hoil-
IkuIi to gut a holt a sutlilnI himselfI f OUMI IIf It waa-
nlyI homo of Itlmt ynr clilcklnI nnil port wnelI

ours clime I nnrnebllr nnd hnstlly Theyre
riot for mo I linru n family boarding Intro
sriltliI nsicKdaiiKliter You dont think

Tlio Straimura voice hizlU I reckonI I
oed you and lieu tireanibulatln down tho hill
oeklii minus A good iliiul o stylo Juff fancy I

xpoiialvel How d ies Aunt Sally take It
A slight Hhaklng of time floor mind window
a doiul Hllenoo-
Thu Strniigure voIce very faintly For

God s sake lot mo upl-
Jeffs

I I

volco very dUtluctly Anothorwordl
raIse your voice nbovoa whisper und by tho-
Ivliig a-
Hllenco
Tlio Strangers voice gasping II-p romlso-
lJcifs

I
voice low anti desperate let up

out of limit I Sit down tluirlI Now Intuit fiL-
lIm not resisting your process It > oti humid u-
Ihilb as vltnesaca you darent say thai Ivo
hut up your foulI jaw and kept It from potsoii

I nu tim u air and thurs no law IIn Call torn i atIn-
IIit I Now lhttium I Wlintl You will will you
Kverythlnu qulot a bird twittering ou tho

window ledge nothing more
1 hum ttrummugcrs oieo tory husky carol

GImmo some whl koy
Jeffs voice Whou were through Now

latentI You can tako possession of thu houso
you can stand behind tho bar and take every
ent thnt comes In you can prevent anything
goulig out but oz long ns Mr Mnylloid anti lila
amlly stay hire by the living Ood law or n-

lawIll bo boss lucre anti they shall novor
know Itl

Tint Strangers voice weakly and Biibrala-
tvoly That sounds square Anythln nut

uin the law and In reason JeffI

JMIIB voice I mean to bo square hero is-

all tlio money I havo ten dollars Take it for
mmcv extra trouble you may hnvo to satisfy mo-

A pause the clinking of coin
rime Strangers volcoidoprecatlngly Welll-
r

I

I iokontlinticuiifilbeubout fair Consider tho-
oulile n weak laugh lion just noic Taintvery man oz hez yncrgrlp Hot hoi Ef yo-

wolllImmuIrut took inc so aumldent likeho I bel I

how about tImid nr wlilskoy
Jolts voice coolly Ill bring it
Steps silence coughing spitting mind throatlenring from time Strnnger-

niiiStiI3 anti the click of gloss
The StraiiKors voice suhniisalvoly In

course I must go back to tho Forks nnd fetch up
nydtida Yo 5 now what I moan Thar now

dont Jtr JeffI

Jeffs voIce sternly If I find you co back° n mo
The Strangers voice hurriedly Thars

mv hand on It Yo cnn count on Jim Dodd
Steps ngnln Silence A bird llglita on the

wIndow ledge and piers Into the room All Is
trost 5

Jeff and the donuty sheriff walked through
time barroom and out on thn porch Miss May
Inld limn armchair looked up from her book

Ive written a letterto mylnthnr that Id hike
to hnvo mnlleil nt time Forks this afternoon she
sail looking from Jeff to time stranger per
inpti this contlemcn will oblige mo by taking it

if hiih going that way
Ill take it MIss said Jet hurriedly
No stud ilm Mnylleld archly Ive taken

up too ranch of your time already
Im at your nervlco miss Bald time stranger

onslderably nffoctud by the spectacle of this
iretty girl who certainly nt tImid moment In hor-
irUlit eyes and slightly pink cheeks belied tho
uwestfou of ill health

Thank you Demur mol sho was rum
mnglnu In a reticulo and In her pockets Ob
MrJeffl

Yea miss
Im so frlglitenedl
How miss
I haveyesI have left that letter on the

stump In tin woods where I was sitting whoa
you enme Would you

Jolt darted Into thn house seized his hat and
stopped He was thinking of the stranger

Could you be BO kind 9
Jeff looked In her acltated faco cast nmoan

lag glance nt the stranger and wits oft like n-

Tiio
allot

fire dropped out ot Mica Hayfields eyes
anti checks Mime turned toward tim stranger

Plen o stop this way
Slioalwnys luiteil horown childish trablo But

just nt that moment she thought she lund put
force mud dignity into it and was correspond
ngly sntlslled Tho deputy sheriff was equally
ilonued mind came toward the upright little
Iguro with opium admiration

Your nnmn Is Dodd James Dodd
Yes inibs
You mine limo deputy sheriff of the countyI

Dont look round there Is no ouo tiara1

Woll umllbIf you pay soyea
My fnthur Mr Muyflold undorstood so Iegret ho la not hero I regret still more 1

could not have seen you before you saw Mr
Drjggs ns ho wished me to

5es miss
My father Is n friend of Mr Drlggs and

knows something of his nffnlta Thoro was n
debt to a Sir Parker hero MUs Mayflold ap-
parently

¬

consulted nn entry In her tablets of
ono hundred and twelve dollars and seventy
five ccntsnra I right

Tim deputy with great respect That Is the
Which ho wished to pay without the knowl-

cdgoot Mr Itrlggs who would not have con
eontod to It

Thin official oponod lila eyes Yes miss
Woll na Mr Mayfteld is not lucre I am hero

to pay U for him You can tako n chock on
Wells Fargo A Co I suppose 9

Certainly mIss
She took mba check hook and pen nod Ink

from her reticule amid hilled up a check She
linndod It to him miami time pen mind ink You
are to give nm a receipt

Tint deputy looked at the matteroffact little
figure and signed and liandod over tho re-
ceipted

¬

bill
My fattier said Mr Drlggs was not to know

this
Certainly not mlcs
It was Mr Drlggas intention to lot the judg

niont tnko its course anti gIve up time house
You nro n man of business Mr Dodd and
know that this Is rlillculouM

The deputy Inuglixd In course miss
And whatever Mr Brlggs may havo pro-

posed
¬

to you to do when you go back to theForks you are to write him n letter nnd say
that you will simply lucId the judgment without
levi

All right miss sail the deputy not illpleased to hold himself this superior attitude
to Jeff

And
Yes muss

Shun looked stealth at him Mr Drlcgs toldmy father that ho would pity you ton dollars for
tho prUllego of staying hero

Yes miss
And of course thats riot noceeenry now
Noo mli s

A very small whIte hnnd n moro childs hnnd-
wns hero extended tithe uppermost
Tho olllclnl domornllzed completely looked

nt It n moment then went Into hula pockets nnd
counted out into the palm the coins given liy
Jell thny completely filled tho tiny rccnptnclo

Mlbs Mnyfleld counted time money gravely
and placed It lu her portemonnate with n snap

Certain qualities affect cnrtiiln natures Thispractical business net of flue diminutive bonuty
before him albfllt ho was just ten dollars out ofpocket by It struck the official Into helpless
admirationI IHo hesitated

Thats all sail MissMayfleldcoolly you
need not wait Tho littler was only nn excuse
to get Mr Driggs out of tIme wav

I understand ye mlsa Ho hesitated still
Do you reckon to stop In theso parts long 9

I dont know
nuso yo ought to como down some day to

tIme Forks
Yos
Good morning miss
Good morning

i et at time corner of tho IIOURO the rascal turnedmid looked bark nt the little Uiiro In tim sunlight Ho Imd just boon physically ovorcomo by
n younger innii ho hnd lost ton dollnra ho hadn ivifo mul throo children Ho forgot alt thisHu had boon captivated by MInt Mnyfloldl

That practical heroine sat there live mlnutosAt thin end of tint time Jeff entno bounding
down the hillI ii ha uinia dii lump wllh itenaph ration
hula fresh honest face tIme nluttirnot woo Act
woo for tlio letter could not bo found I

Never mind Mr Jelf I wrotbknothor andpave It to himI
Two tears wore standing on hor cheeks Jeffturned white

Good Intl mIss I
Its nothing You irene right Mr Jeff I I

oucht not to hnvo wnlkod down hero alone Imvery very tired unit 6oto miserable
lmt womnn could withstand ttlm anguish of

hunt honest boyish face V I fear Mien Has Holdcould Hho looked at him over hoc ImndkorchliilI and said 1iirlinpn you hnd souumt lii jigto Hiiy to your friend and Ivo sent him off
N othm I tug said Jeff1 hurilndlyI and thin sawthat nil bile other troubles had vnnlshnd at tliosight pi her wunknes She roan tuimlilinglv

from her seat 1 thinkI I will io IIn now but 1
think 1 Ihluk I must ask you toto carry
roil I

film ionic anti Impotent conclusion I
1 ho next moment lmiT hale strong pnRslon

ate limit tender ns a mother lifted her Ilu hlfl
aroma mul brought her IInto tthn HittingI room A
BlmultMiooiiH ejaculation broke from Aunt Sally
nud Mis Miylloldtho possIble comiueut ofposterity on tIme whole episode

Voll JolT I rcckonei y ° ll J bo up to BUthln-

Josslol
like timiut I

Vcil I know you couldnt bo-

Mr
rioted

James Dodd OM not return from the

a

Forks that afternoon to Jeffs vnguo-
ne8B

uuncna
Towards evening n incssnngor brought

n note from hum written on lImo back ot 7
printed legal form to this effect

DrAn Slim Seeing ns you Inland to net oj
tim 8qimnrn In reimril In hunt little Mater t linviarranged Things BO bunt 1 ant got to Btop withyou but IllI drop In onct IIn n wllo to keep upt
show torn Drink rcspy yours J DODO

In this hitter suggestion our legal corb rii <

exhibited nil throo ot bin hands nt once t > m
could keep faith with MBB Mnyftolil onn could
see li r owl In n wile mid OIID could drni-
at Jeffs oxpin Imiiicuiit JolT situ onll-
rtmoroslty and klndnenB lu the man ho hud

tumult clunked emil n sense of remorse nini
a hitu flue nlmnst outweighedI Ihue ret Itt of his ul-

Boneo Hn flu ighit hov icon tiulysnd lefr
llnI didI Omit know Mew IIn this Holllah world ttherii
iBVoryllHIeroomforgrntiiltouBactlvouglliiTOnI I

Miss Mnyllold did riot lenvn her room that
nflnrmon The wind wn getting up nnd Itwni
growing dark when Jell Idly sitting on liU-
poroli hoping for liar appearance was ipij
astounded at tIle apparition ot I iilm Dill ins iit-
pniloBtrmn duMy ant thirsty making for lit
nsnnl refreshment JolT brought out ttho boltln
hut could not refrnlu from mixing lila verlml-
nutnnialimnnt with tho eonvnntlonnl cocktail
HillI partakingi of his Iliquor nud becui I mug

once morn n sponklng animal nlowlji
drew off lila heavy baggy driving gloie
No one hail ever Been Illll without
thorn ho WIIH currently hel level to nitwit IIn
them and when Im Iltd tliom on tile commuittil
they till retained tIm grIp of hip hand Uild-
iunn Ithem nnI entertainingI likeness to twc
plethoric mid overfed stileKf I conelinlcd to puts over rny lines M i
frlenil nnd take iipccrtiMip yer this ovoiimpaid Bill oyiil mug JtfT sharply I dont kmnret
ha rut mummy law nuln ItlI OMHB ynr kwpin j

hurl unt brnneh o Ihue Occidental Hotol nndony tako lu fnslinblo fmiininrlloB
Jut with a rising color protested ngalnsf-

sueh n supposition
DecaiiHo ef yo ore said Dill lifting lilj

voIce nuid onmithihmug one of tlm oercrownHpl
ders wllli tits list Ivo got n word or two t <

stir to time you of Jon Drligb if Tiiolumn Vii
sir Jon Drlccc yorfnlbnr exblinv his li uulutt
out for wile of n man ez could 1 sand up and satn word to him nt tlm right time

Dill saIl Juff In a low rusolutn tone llmf
tone yielded1 up onlv from tthe mnilten chords ol
despair anti dcsivrntlon timers n sink w itnIIn Ithn house IIllI listen to nnttlilnitI ynutn ijol
to situ If youll sty It quietly hut you must
anti atall itttmik low

llid men quickly recognlzi renl men tha
world over It Is only your snnms who feniM
amid spar BUII ink I uur IIn Itho voice of tthe peak
or morn than huts words dropped Ihis own

I said I had n kepplo of words to suit to ye
Thar Isnt any line In Ilm last louver months
over sInce yo took stock In this old nlmnty for
hue matter o Hint that I couldnt hnv sold
tliom to yo Ive knowed all your dninsIve knowed nil your debts speshly that
yo owe that nncnklnhound Parker nnd thor
isnt a time that 1 couldnt and wouldnt hov
chipped In nnd paid em fur yefor your Ititlu
ors Baln of Id nllowod It to bo tho square th in
for ye Bull know yo Jeff I know winds In
your Mood I know your father allus ilimm
in hopln wnltln I know you Jet drcnmln
hopln waltln till tlio end And I stood by
glvln you a free ruin and itt It cornel

Jeff burled his face lu hula hands
It slot your blnmn Its blood It nlnt n week

nco cz the klmpnny passes nm over n hoto-
fhrfoquiirtnrs Morgan sea thoy K c I
WotBtho other niiHrtvr Beztliey A Mcxl

can hnlf breed Woll sho wits a fair sort ol
boss Gamin down Henvytroo Hill last trio wo
meets a drovo o Spanish steers In course abc
goes wild directly Dloodl

Dill raised his glass soltlv swirled its cnn
ents round and round tasted it and set U
down

The kepplo words I had to say toyowas
this Gltupandgltl

Something lIke this hnd passed through Jcfl
mind the day before the HayfIelds came Some-
thing lIke It humid haunted him once or twice
since Ho turned quickly upon lie spnnkcr

Ez how I you sex said Dill catching nttho
hook I drives up yen some night and you
sea to moDill hay you not two seats over to
he Divide for mo and Aunty out onn JHISP arfAnd I sex I happen to her ono Inside anti ono
on the box with mo Anti you hands out yet
traps and any vallrblosyo dont want tor leaoK
mind you puts your mint Inside amid gets upon
time box with me And you sez to mo ez man to
man Dill BOZ you might you hey n kopploo-
lunured dollars about yo that yooould lend n
man ezwns leaving the county dead broke
And I sez Ivo got it and I know of nn opnln
for such n man In tho next county And you
steps into thnt lopnln and your creditorsspeslily Parker slips Into thif and in n week
hey otters toI settle with yo ton cents on the

Jeff started flushed tromblad recovered him ¬

self and after n moment said doggedly I
cnntdoltDlll couldnt

In courso said Dill putting his hands
slowly Into lila pockets and stretching his lees
out In course yo cant because of a woman I

Jeff turned upon him like n bunted bear
Both men rose but Dill already had lute band
on Jeffs shoulder

I reckoned n minute ngo thoro wan n sick
gal tn the houso Who s going to mnko n row
now I Whos going to stamp and tow round
oh

Jeff sank back on his chair
I said tbnr was a woman continued

Bill thar nIbs la ono I Lot a man bo-
liellbont or neavcnbont somewhere in his
tracks Is n womans feet I dont say
anythln agin this gal oz a gal The best
on em Jeff Is only guide posts to pint a follow
on his right road and only n fool or n drunken
man holds on to am or loans agin em Al
lowln this gal Is all you think She Is how for
In your guitie post goln with yo oh Is she
roln to leave her father anti mother for ye-
Is alma goln to give up herself rind her easy
ways anti her sicknesses for yo Is sho wlllln
to nIce ye for a porpotooal landlord time rest at
her life 7 And It sti Is Jeff are yo tho mean to
let her 2 Are yo wllllnto run on her errands
to fetch her dinners ox yo do Thnrez men cidoes It not yen In Callforny but over in the
Stntos thurs follows Is wlllln to tnko that situa-
tion

¬

Ivo hoard continued Illll in n low
mysterious voice as of ono describing lImo hab-
its

¬

of the Antbropophngl Ivo henrd o lol
lows ez call themselves men nellln ot
themselves to rich women In that way
Ive heard q rich gas buyln of men
for their shape sometimes but lusts
In furrln klntrles for their pedlaraa Ivo
henrd o fellows boln In timid business nut
cnllin themselves men Inntead obosses I Yo-
nlnt that kind o man Jeff Taint In yet blood
Yer father was n foot about women anti In
course thirty ruIned him ez thuey nIbs do tIme
best men Its ony the fools and sneaks er n
woman over makes nnytliln out ol Whou yu
hoar ot n man u woman hez made yu hears el n
riliioomppopl And whon they does produca-
om In time way o nator they mint reapoiiKlbla
for em and sez theyre time imago o their
fathom I Ye alnt a man cx is goin to trust yer
fate to n woman

No said Jeff darkly
I reckoned not salt nil putting Ills hnnih

In his pockets ngaln Yo mliilit If i e wns emma

o thorn kind o1 fellows ns kni up from Iricilwith her to Snrrnmonto You n tlmtimi kind o1

follows oz could sling poetry and 1rcncli unj
Latin to her ouo of her kind but yo ami No
air

Unwise William of YubnlI In nuy other hnctuctt
but Jeffs that random shot would limit nwtmk
oned time Irregular auxiliary of lovo jeninnky t
Dut Jut being at once trout and humbleI I i n
neither vanity nor conceit without wnlij-
ealouny IIs ImpouslLle Yet he wmiH r I c
for he hnd feelingI a mitt thou said earnesrt-

Do
11

iou think hut openlni you toko t
would hold for a day or two longer

I reckon
Well then I think I can stile up mitleiO

intro my own way anti go with yon lln
He had risen and yet liesitniliiLv k itt u

hnnd on time back of his clinic lull
Jeff I

I want tonsk you nijtiostlon Fponl inj I
dont mind mime but say the Itruth

Our crafty UlyssoM bellefnu that i t
about to be cairn ppeml ensioiieed bliiihi J
pockets cocked one eye mimi bald i

Jolt
Wns my father reru hal

Dill took his hands from his pookei firIsnt n ninn cz crawls nboxo huts grit I
worthy to IIlo lu tthn aamo ground 1 witht li

Thank you Dill loud ulgtit I m ui uu >

turn lu I

Look var boyl Od dd It all Jolt ii a-

do
>

yo menu
Tnoro were two tearp twin stater of tl In

his aneuthcnrfa eyes that alteriK iit Y

standing JiffKIDill caught both lila hands IIn his nun
timer boon ot the IxitlnI rneo Ithev wun l
right honestly taken enoh other IIn rtin ir m i
mid porhars kissed I Helium AiiCi > 4

they gilppedeioii otliera hauds ImrJ at-
us

i >i

abort Htatd svoiolI
Whon Ji ascended to bile rnnm thnt nmg f

wont llreetlyto lila trunk and nk n-

Maylildd
C

slipper Alaokj I ilnrini th tiii
ballyI mul put tim I mits to minima inI i i t

nut Ills trunk timid been muuii ti ft
wliat disoulereil IIls ivnt ills i n I

llnlirs sllmMu contnineil n diZon iiil i tb

i ml t I

four poxtuu BtninpH pint of a-

whloh
s

Jeff ou the niut apnoi pi l

llrmly
i

I belliivod belougid to Inn in t

ho had never seen nnd a ninnl t

medal which Jell humid emmett reerint I

coniluet
e

much to huts siirprlflo i m
mill religiously kept as utldein-
Mintionnl

I t

character IHoLoluKil a
the modal tumid eatmiiug ruefull on
roplaoed

s
tliom In his tiiuil niil uit n

emptiedI time rest of Itho clippersI eon1
floor Tills done Im ilrnwi tl IIH i
uliding nulflolersly down limo slut t s
blliiperI on thn knob ol Mistt iiUiiii-
mul

a 4

glided buikngnln without ui t i

llolllng himself III Lie IlaiiUiit h-

upin
fl

Imiti bed Hut mil t i i I Mui i

nwnkn Im nt laM Ill tho lull il tin
tlmt Imd icgulnrlyhliiiKiti Ins HHII i t

toned lule tInt tuat tninbling inui i

jiilnlud llrilfwnj HniiinfliWl e I St

ILIKS Itn lliiiuultt tff niniiv thiniSH
BOlff ot huts piitt ftI 1Ma itliire but i i H-

iot

tr
tlm juilij proud Iim now po ii

eontenleilly llZi
In the olmmber ib l ti l

tossud with ninny plnra and Vr t is II r r

Ice liiiprillcilli nnd mInim lay tt t i

lieu inumi eumini liflhe wind w I11 t 1 II 0

arm across Inmaiul exMitiinlh iln t11I U1-

ielt
f

tents upon lila blcepinu limlio
uios lOMUUk0


